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INTRODUCTION

´ The Mi’ gmaq have been the stewards of the lands and  waters of 
Mi’ gmag’ i sinc e time immemoria l. As our Co-Cha ir Chief George Ginnish
has sta ted : “ Our rela tionship  with the lands, wa ters and  resourc es is the 
founda tion of our identity.”  

´ Mi’gmagi inc ludes what is p resently c a lled  New Brunswic k, and , a long 
with our Wabanaki b rothers and  sisters, the Wolastoq iyik and  
Peskotomuhka ti Na tions, we signed  Trea ties of Peac e and  Friendship  with 
the Crown tha t d id  not c ede our lands, but instead  rec ognized  and  
p rotec ted  our rela tionship  with our lands. 



Before Pathway – MTI Goals & 

Visions 

´ Well before Pa thway to Canada  Ta rget 1, Mi’gmawel’ l Tp lu’ taqnn have 
had  a  long-stand ing vision of being more involved  in both the 
management of existing pa rks and  p rotec ted  a reas, and  the c rea tion of 
Ind igenous-led  p rotec ted  a reas. 

´ NB Chiefs had  developed  a  polic y on the c rea tion of triba l pa rks as pa rt of 
a  network of pa rks and  p rotec ted  a reas. 

´ The Pa thway to Canada  Ta rget 1 represents an opportunity to not only 
expand  tha t vision,  but to fully rec ognize the development and  
imp lementa tion of IPCA’s.



OUR VISION 
´ Our vision for IPCA’s is p rotec ted  a reas 

akin to Wilderness Areas or Parks with a  
high degree of p rotec tion, some pub lic  
ac c ess for limited  purposes, and  a llowing 
for susta inab le harvesting  of p lants and  
anima ls by the Mi’ gmaq. 

´ Our work would  imp lement the vision, 
and  develop  a  full-fledged  Mi’ gmaq 
p rotec ted  a reas stra tegy, imp lemented  
ac ross Mi’ gmag’ i. Our p roposa l and  
workp lan inc ludes a  three-p ronged  
approac h: 

´ 1) Work with the other Ind igenous 
Na tions, Federa l and  Provinc ia l, and  
c onserva tion NGO’s on a  Protec ted  
Areas Network Plan; and  ensuring  
meaningful engagement with 
Mi’ gmaq c ommunity members, land  
users, elders and  youth to advanc e 
IPCAs. 

´ 2) Development of a  Mi’ gmaq 
Protec ted  Areas Stra tegy for 
Mi’ gmaq Territory in New Brunswic k; 
and  

´ 3) Development and  imp lement 
c onserva tion p lans, for spec ific  sites 
of interest to be p rotec ted  as 
IPCA’s.



Incorporating 
Mi’gmaq

Princ ip les in 
IPCA 

´ Netukulimk: “ the use of na tura l bounty 
p rovided  by the Crea tor for self-support and  
well-being of the ind ividua l and  c ommunity. 
Netukulimk is ac hieving adequa te standards 
of c ommunity nutrition and  ec onomic  well-
being without jeopa rd izing the integrity, 
d iversity, or p roduc tivity of our environment.”  
In other words, it is a  c onc ept tha t 
enc ompasses susta inab ility, while meeting 
c ommunity needs.

´ Etuaptmumk: (or Two-Eyed  Seeing)c ombines 
western sc ienc e with Ind igenous knowledge, 
so tha t eac h informs the other in a  mutua lly 
benefic ia l way. – Elder, Albert Marsha ll

´ Weji Squaliatiek: (We Sprouted  from this 
Land) The Mi’gmaq have a  unique 
rela tionship  with our Territory, based  on 
millennia  of use, oc c upa tion, and  
stewardship , and  tha t the Mi’gmaq have 
never c eded  title or c ontrol of our lands and  
wa ters to the Crown. We sprouted  from this 
land , weji squa lia tiek (Franc is & Sab le, 
2012:17), and  we c ontinue to have an 
important rela tionship  with the lands and  
wa ters of our territory, desp ite repea ted  
a ttempts to d isp lac e us.



IPCA CRITERIA 

Mi’gmawe’ l Tp lu’ taqnn has an interest in seeing an improved  network of 
p rotec ted  a reas throughout our territory, and  has c onsidered  numerous 
potentia l sites, pa rtnerships, and  p roposa ls. We have begun to develop  and  
app ly the following c riteria  in dec id ing on c and ida te a reas for IPCA’s: 

´ Conservation: c ontribution to b iod iversity, c onserva tion ta rgets 
(quantita tive and  qua lita tive) and  other goa ls, inc lud ing c lima te 
c hange mitiga tion. This inc ludes ta rgets suc h as: 

´ Size of a rea  to be p rotec ted  and  c ontribution to Ta rget 1 goa ls; 

´ Contribution to p rotec tion of spec ies a t risk and  spec ies of c ultura l 
signific anc e; 

´ Cultura l and Historic al Signific anc e to the Mi'gmaq, and  opportunities 
to strengthen our rela tionships with our Territory; 

´ Indigenous Knowledge: opportunities for development, sha ring, and  
transfer of Mi’gmaq Ind igenous Knowledge (MIK) and  app lic a tion of 

´ Etuaptmumk; (two-eyed  seeing)

´ Connec tivity: c ontribution to network of p rotec ted  a reas; 

´ Potentia l Partners: strength, resourc es, and  c ommitment to working 
with First Na tions. 



AREAS OF INTEREST
´ Although the intention is to 

imp lement throughout Mi’ gmag’ i, 
we have identified  the following 
partic ula r a reas of interest tha t will 
be the foc us of this p roposa l due 
to their high na tura l and  c ultura l 
signific anc e to the Mi’ gmaq: 

´ The Chignec to Isthmus/ Tantramar 
Marsh a rea  

´ The Kouc hibouguac  wa tershed  
and  a rea  a round  Na tiona l Pa rk

´ The Miramic hi river and  Miramic hi 
Bay

´ The Nep isiguit Wa tershed  & 
Nep isiguit Bay 

´ Along with the identified  a reas of 
interest we a re open to add itiona l 
sites outside of the a reas of interest 
tha t a re important to the 
c ommunities! 



The Chignec to Isthmus/ Tantramar Marsh area 

´ The Chignec to Isthmus has been identified  as an a rea  of 
interest for a  number of reasons, inc lud ing its signific anc e as 
a  wild life migra tion c orridor between Nova  Sc otia  and  New 
Brunswic k, its signific anc e for b irds travelling  between the 
Bay of Fundy and  the Northumberland  Stra it, and  its c ultura l 
and  historic a l signific anc e to the Mi’ gmaq It’ s a lso c a lled  
the Moose Love Corridor, as it’ s the route the Moose travel 
in and  out of NS/ NB. 

´ The Mi’ gmaq of New Brunswic k c urrently own the site of the 
former CBC Broadc ast fac ility in Tantramar Marsh. Coles 
Island , on whic h the build ing  stands, was historic a lly an 
important ha rvesting  site for the Mi’ gmaq to ac c ess the 
surround ing wetland . Muc h of the rema inder of the 124 
hec ta re p roperty is wetland , and  inc ludes frontage on the 
Tantramar River. The site itself p rovides hab ita t for many 
migra tory b ird  and  nic he wetland  spec ies. The Mi’ gmaq 
c onc ep t for this site inc ludes a  living  museum and  c ultura l 
c entre, as well as ec otourism, med ic ine wa lks, and  c ultura l 
interp reta tion. Wetland  restora tion would  be undertaken. 

´ The goa l would  be to designa te most or a ll of the former 
CBC lands as an IPCA, rehab ilita te the wetlands, and  seek 
to expand  tha t a rea  through land  ac quisition, or c onnec t it 
to other p rotec ted  a reas in pa rtnership  with other 
landholders or organiza tions, inc lud ing Canad ian Wild life 
Servic e, the Na ture Conservanc y, and  Parks Canada . 



The Kouc hibouguac  watershed and area around 
National Park

´ Kouc hibouguac  is c ultura lly signific ant to the Mi’ gmaq, 
trad itiona lly a  ga thering  p lac e. We wish to enhanc e by 
p rotec ting  more a rea  a round  the Na tiona l Park. The ta rget 
site here is Crown land  in an a rea  known as Hells Ga te 
Pla ins, Crown lands to the Northeast of the park. These lands 
a re need  p rotec ting  in order to c onnec t estab lished  
p rotec ted  pea tlands and  wetlands in Kouc hibouguac  
Na tiona l Park, and  Blac k River p rotec ted  na tura l a rea . This 
will effec tively c rea te func tiona l c ontiguous p rotec ted  
wetland  and  pea tland  hab ita t a reas. 

´ Protec ting  the Wetland  and  Pea tlands on c rown land  
ad jac ent to Kouc hibouguac  Na tiona l Park will improve the 
ec olog ic a l benefits p rovided  by func tiona l wetlands. Some 
of these ec olog ic a l benefits inc lude:

´ Water retention

´ Flood  mitiga tion 

´ Nic he hab ita t p reserva tion 



The Miramic hi river and Miramic hi Bay

´ Miramic hi River and  its tributa ries a re c ultura lly and  
historic a lly signific ant to the Mi’gmaq. An a rea  
rec ognized  for its bountiful resourc es tha t have 
susta ined  the loc a l Mi’gmaq c ommunities for c enturies, 
is under threa t. Sa lmon, wood  turtle, bank swa llows, 
p lant life, inc lud ing med ic ines and  other signific ant 
spec ies suc h as white Birc h and  b lac k ash, tha t support 
the Mi’gmaq way of life a re vulnerab le. 

´ The intention would  be to identify a reas whic h a re 
c urrently not p rotec ted , and  develop  linkages between 
c urrent p rotec ted  a reas and  non p rotec ted  a reas by 
ac quisition of Crown and  p riva te lands in pa rtnership  
with loc a l Ind igenous c ommunities and  the NTNB.. 

´ Crea tion of an IPCA in the Miramic hi wa tershed  a rea  
will p rotec t these resourc es and  a llow Mi’gmaq to 
c ontinue to live as they have for over 30 c enturies. 



The Nepisiguit Watershed & 
Nepisiguit Bay

´ The sourc e of the river lies north in the Christmas Mounta ins, 
between Mount Carleton and  Big  Ba ld  Mounta in. The terra in 
p rovides for lush old  forest and  severa l fa lls, inc lud ing 
Pab ineau Fa lls, loc a ted  in Pab ineau First Na tion. Anc ient 
Mi’ gmaq portage routes a re loc a ted  a long this system and  
the river and  it’ s lush forests a long the rivers has susta ined  
the loc a l Mi’ gmaq for c enturies. fish, wild life and  p lants 
have p rovided  not only food  but have c ontinued  to support 
the Mi’ gmaq c ulture a llowing for susta inab le ha rvests and  
land-based  lea rning to a llow for the susta inab ility of the 
c ulture. 

´ Crea tion of an IPCA in this a rea  will a llow for c onnec tivity 
op tions to c urrent p rotec ted  a reas, inc lud ing Mount 
Carleton, as well as p rotec tion for signific ant spec ies suc h as 
na tiona l listed  spec ies a t risk suc h as endangered  (p robab le 
b reed ing loc a tion) ha rlequin duc k; (threa tened): Canada  
warb ler, c ommon nighthawk, olive-sided  flyc a tc her, 
Americ an eel; and  federa l spec ies a t risk (spec ia l c onc ern): 
rusty b lac kb ird ; and  p rovinc ia lly endangered  Canada  lynx 
and  ba ld  eag les. 



Moving Forward with IPCAs in 

New Brunswic k

1. Estab lishing meaningful engagement with c ommunity 
members/ land  users, other Na tions, pa rtic ula rly our elders and  youth 

to advanc e IPCAs.  

2. Estab lish c riteria  for the identific a tion of new c and ida te a reas based  

on rec ognition and  respec t for Ind igenous rights and  responsib ilities.

3. Identify mec hanisms for p rotec tion based  our Peac e and  Friendship  
Trea ties and  Ind igenous va lues, knowledge and  law.

4. Advanc e protec tion through interim measures and  estab lishment 

agreements working toward  the estab lishment of IPCAs.

5. Revisit existing p rotec ted  a rea  designa tions to c rea te spac e for 

Ind igenous rights and  responsib ilities. Initia te meaningful d isc ussions 
in rela tion to leg isla tive reforms & sha red  stewardship  models for 

existing p rotec ted  a reas in pa rtnership  with Ind igenous peop le.

6. Conduc t Ind igenous Knowledge Stud ies and  assessments on a reas 

of interest to inform work moving forward .

7. Work with pa rtners to develop  imp lement c onserva tion p lans, 
c lima te c hange ac tion p lans, monitoring p lans 
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Questions?

Wela’lioq!!!!


